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August 6, 2021 

 

On August 4th, school districts were informed that the NYS DOH will not be issuing updated 

guidance for the start of school in September. The summer school guidelines removing masks will 

expire at the end of August, which leaves districts with the last guidance from the spring to guide 

decisions for the fall. 

 

Superintendents in our region have met to discuss the latest thoughts and priorities to use a regional 

approach to the start of school.  

 

 The number one priority of the state and our schools is to have all students in school. 

 As most have heard, the governor wants to push schools to require all staff members to be 

vaccinated or be COVID tested every week. No one in our area is in support of this concept. 

I am not going to force anyone to get a vaccine or to pay for COVID testing. 

 Districts have been told that it does not matter that Allegany County is currently identified 

as an area of low transmission.  

 The current CDC guidance for schools recommends masks for all students and staff, 

regardless of vaccination status (Guidance for COVID-19 Prevention in K-12 Schools). 

The current plan for the fall at Belfast Central is as follows: 

1. All students will be in school five days a week for a full day. 

 

2. All students and staff are required to wear masks when in halls, large groups, or when six 

feet of distance can not be maintained. 

a. Students and staff may be seated three feet apart, and masks can be removed if they 

are separated by a barrier. 

b. Teachers must submit/upload seating charts for all classes, and the charts must be 

updated whenever there is a change. (See quarantine/ contact tracing information 

below) 

c. Masks are not required when outside. 

 

3. Masks must be worn on busses at all times.  

a. The social distancing requirements on busses will be removed to allow the district 

to have all students on a bus. 

b. Seating charts will continue to be used on busses and siblings will continue to be 

seated together. 

 

4. The cafeteria will be used for normal lunches. 

a. Students must continue to be cohorted as much as possible. 

b. Masks can be removed when students are eating. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
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5. There will not be a remote instruction option, unless it becomes mandated. 

a. The only exception would be if the school, a class, or students are quarantined, as 

a short-term solution. 

b. iPads will continue to go home with students every day in the event of an unplanned 

shut down. 

 

6. The Allegany County DOH will continue to contact trace and quarantine individuals who 

are a close contact to a positive. 

a. Per the NYS DOH, individuals who have been vaccinated and are asymptomatic 

will not be required to quarantine. 

b. The nurse and District Office will continue to be the managers of contact tracing. 

c. In a classroom, anyone who was within six feet of a positive COVID case for ten 

minutes will potentially be quarantined by the DOH. 

 

7. Students and staff experiencing any COVID symptoms should not come to school. 

a. The DOH decision-making flowchart for student and staff attendance (Pre-K to Gr 

12 COVID-19 Toolkit) has not changed since February 2021. 

b. Symptomatic individuals will be sent home and must follow the flowchart steps to 

return to school. 

 

8. Classrooms will continue to be fogged every night, and increased cleaning and sanitizing 

protocols will continue from last year. 

a. BCS will be installing air purification systems in classrooms during the 21-22 

school year. 

BCS will essentially be opening school as we left in June, aside from the cafeteria and bus updates. 

 

I understand that most people were hoping to have COVID restrictions removed for the 21-22 

school year, including me. At the same time, we must continue to follow recommendations to 

safely keep our students and staff in school. 

 

I am grateful for the continued support and understanding that the BCS community has shown 

throughout the COVID pandemic. We are truly blessed. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Wendy S. Butler Ed.D. 

Superintendent 

 

https://www.belfastcsd.org/Page/4016
https://www.belfastcsd.org/Page/4016

